
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

April 28, 2024 





Fifth Sunday of Easter 
April 28, 2024 

Memorial Lutheran Church | Nevada, Iowa 
 

We welcome Robert Harvey Espe to Memorial!  His exceptional saxophone talent will be added  
to our Memorial Choir anthem, "Deep, Deep Love".  Robert is from Des Moines and is well-known  

in central Iowa as a classical, jazz, and pop-artist - playing not only saxophone, but also violin, flute, 
mandolin, clarinet, and bongos.  Thank You, Robert, for sharing your talent with us! 

 

Prelude: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” - arr. Gary Lanier 
Robert Harvey Espe, saxophone 

Welcome 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. 
Amen. 
 

Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, 
let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your voice thundered over the deep 
and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 

Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Now the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day  

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in 
his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

First Reading: Acts 8:26-40 
 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now 
there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 
charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning 
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to 
Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the 
prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How 
can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now 
the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the 
road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to 
prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came 
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no 
more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was 
passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 22:25-31 
All speak verses and sing refrain 
 

Refrain 
 
 

25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
    my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 
    those who seek him shall praise the L . 
    May your hearts live forever! 
27 All the ends of the earth shall remember 
    and turn to the L , 
    and all the families of the nations 
    shall worship before him. 
28 For dominion belongs to the L , 
    and he rules over the nations. Refrain 

29 To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in[k] the earth bow down; 
    before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 
    and I shall live for him. 

30 Posterity will serve him; 
    future generations will be told about the Lord 
31 And proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
    saying that he has done it. Refrain  

 

 

Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s 
love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we 
might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 
also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God 
lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the 
world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in 
God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love 
has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 
because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 
fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in 
love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their 
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have 
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seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is 
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Children at Heart Sermon 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gospel Reading: John 15:1-8 
 

The Gospel according to John 
Glory to You, O Lord 
 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide 
in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those 
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 
6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches 
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, 
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”  
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day: “We Know That Christ is Raised” ELW #449 
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Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
Offering 
 
Music Voluntary: “Deep, Deep Love” - Mark Hayes 
Memorial Choir with Aly Sassman, vocal soloist and Robert Harvey Espe, saxophone 
 
Offering Prayer 
Risen One, 
you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. 
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Words of Institution 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
     hallowed be Thy name,  
     Thy kingdom come,  
     Thy will be done,  
          on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
          who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     forever and ever. Amen.  
 
Invitation to Communion 
 

The risen Christ is made known to us 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table. 
 
Communion Hymns 
 

“Lamb of God” - ELW Setting 8 
“Where Charity and Love Prevail” -  ELW #359 
 
                                           Lamb of God 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 
Blessing 
 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope 
+ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn: "Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee"  ELW #836 
 
Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude:  “Hymn to Joy” - arr. Albert Travis  
Lois Theesfield, organ 
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Prayers for Healing 

If you have a prayer request, please email pastorkathleen@mlcnevada.org or  
emily@mlcnevada.org, or call the church office at 515-382-6509. 

 

Please keep the family +Meghan McIntosh, daughter of Brenda and Kelly McIntosh, niece of 
Teresa Krebs and Stacie and Carl Link, in your prayers following her death 

Please keep Julie and Brad Samson and their family in prayer  
following the death of Brad's father  

Please keep the family of +Brett Anderson in your prayers following his death 

Prayers for Bonnie Storey and her daughters Mindy Farmer, Amanda DeMoss, and Tina Skei 
following the death of her brother, +Doug Harrison 

Please keep Linda Mjelde and family in your prayers  
following the death of her husband, +Gregg Mjelde 

Pam Kirkhart 

Katie Bass 
niece of Judy Coverdale 

Wayne Johnson 

Steve Halverson 

Troy Vincent 

Kati Stieler 
sister-in-law of Dan Stieler 

Johann Thiel 

Mike Neal 

Christina King 

Sherry Kluever 

Kim Elliott 

Marsha Kane 

Pr. Marcia Kisner 

Marlene Waddell  
friend of Virginia Palmisano-

Goettsch 

John Bass 
son-in-law of Ron & Gloria  

Jacobson 

Carol Vincent 

Cassie Harrell 

Jean Smith 

Janet Jacques 

Easton Farrington 

Janice Hartz 

Jackie Byers  
daughter of Shellie Black 

Donna See 

Norma Dannan  
friend of Betty Runge 

Jami Tharp 

Fred Samuelson 

Jaylee Bartleson 

George Forsyth 

Janeen Driscoll 

Julie Sutherland 

Jan Cook 

Hospitalizations: If you are in the hospital or are going to be in the hospital and want us to 
be aware of it, please call the church office or have someone call on your behalf.  

Unless directed otherwise, your name will be placed on the prayer list and included in  
electronic notifications.  
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Announcements 
 

 

Memorial Musicians Spring Concert: “Memorial Music Memories” 

Sunday, May 5, 4:00 PM 

Join Memorial’s choir, handbell choir, youth and kids bells, and special guests as we present 
favorite pieces from the past program year. 
 

Calling All Bakers! 

Do you enjoy baking? Looking for a new way to serve? Sign up to bake bread to be used by 
our congregation during Holy Communion! You can sign up on the calendar in the Sacristy. 
We will provide the recipe. Interested or have any questions? Please speak with Denise 
Rehor or Pastor Kathleen. Thank you! 
 

Today: National Lutheran Choir Spring Concert 

The National Lutheran Choir will present their Spring concert this afternoon at 4:00 PM. Join 
them in Mahtomedi, MN at St. Andrew’s Church, or watch for free online via NLCA.com. 
 

Pizza-Pie-Looza  

The Pizza Pie Looza activities committee is switching things up a bit this year.  The 
committee is planning to rent some games and inflatables and is looking for people to run 
them. The hope is that the churches will help provide volunteers for this and a few other 
games that are planned for the day. The date is Mother's Day weekend - Saturday, May 11,  
from 2-5 pm downtown. If you are interested and would like to help please contact Pastor 
Kathleen. Thank you! 
 

Calling all Prayer Warriors 

Memorial is developing a Prayer Team and is looking for individuals that would like to commit 
to praying for prayer requests as they arise. Prayer requests will be shared with the group 
primarily through email. If you would be interested in serving in this way please contact 
Pastor Kathleen. 
 

Donations Needed for Crisis in Middle East 

A word from our wider church body: “Due to escalating conflict in Gaza and Israel, a severe 
humanitarian crisis is rapidly unfolding in the Holy Land. The ELCA has a longstanding 
relationship with partners in the region, including the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan 
and the Holy Land and Augusta Victoria Hospital. Lutheran Disaster Response has a history 
of providing support for our partners and will be prepared to answer calls for assistance 
when the time comes. 

11 



Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response equip us to respond to this and other disasters, 
whenever and wherever they strike. Gifts designated for “Middle East Crisis" will be 
restricted to and used in full (100%) for those affected by disasters in the region.” 
Please go here to donate: https://community.elca.org/middle-east-crisis 

 

A Special Note Regarding Tithe.ly Fees 
We so appreciate all that give using the online/mobile giving platform Tithe.ly! If you haven’t 
already, please consider including Tithe.ly processing fees as part of your one-time and 
recurring gifts. To do this, simply check the “Cover Fees” box when setting up your gift. If 
you have already set up a recurring gift and would like to start including the fees, you’ll need 
to delete this gift and set it up again with “Cover Fees” checked. 
 

Important Reminder Regarding Giving to Special Projects 
We so appreciate gifts received for special projects such as “A Welcoming Space = A 
Welcoming Place” (heating and cooling) and “Drive for the Drive” (pavement). If you would 
like to support these projects, please make sure to specify the project name with your gift. 
This ensures that your gift goes directly to the project and helps us keep an accurate record 
of funds received / still needed. Thank you for your support! 
5 

Online Giving with Tithe.ly 
Thank you for joining us for worship today! If you would like to support our 
ministries, online gifts can be made using http://tithe.ly/give or by scanning 
the QR code. Did you know? In Tithe.ly, you can select to give to the 
General Fund, A Welcoming Space = A Welcoming Place (heating and 
cooling project), or the Drive for the Drive pavement project! 
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Save the Date 

Beer & Theology 
When: Thursday, May 2, 6:30 PM 
Where: Old Chicago 
 

Memorial Musicians’ Spring Concert 
When: Sunday, May 5, 4:00 PM 
 

Memorial Volunteers Needed at Harmony Clothing Closet 
When: Monday, May 6, 4:00—7:00 PM 
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